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right about forcing the Dardanelles ; I was then a comparatively
junior officer: was I still of the same opinion in the light of
my more recent experience ? I replied that the forcing of the
Straits with armoured ships would have been child's play to
one hour within range of the Belgian coast. He repeated that
he had always felt certain of it, but how many ships would we
have lost ? I said I really could nbt say; two or three, possibly
more, possibly none if we were lucky; but we would have had
19 battleships, quite independent of the vessels which were
supporting the,Army. If we had merely steamed steadily
through at a moderate speed in line ahead, with the anti-mine
devices we had developed, quite sufficient ships would have got
through into the Marmora*to achieve our object; and we
could have done much better than that with all the experience
we had gained.

Why could he not have trusted Admiral Wemyss, who was
backing it with everytiiing that mattered in life ? He said that
he was a constitutional minister and had to be guided by his Sea
Lords, and that they had deckred that we should lose twelve ships.

I could not refrain from retorting that not one of his Sea
Lords had any experience of the Dardanelles, or had ever seen
a shot fired in war. But supposing that they were right, and
we had lost twelve ships, which was absurd, seven would have
been enough to do the business in the Marmora, and even
twelve obsolete battleships would not have been too high a
price to pay for all that could have been accomplished.

The Allies would have had free access to Russia, and might
well 'have saved the unhappy Russian people from the agony
through which they passed, and their ghastly fate.

The Turkish armies in Gallipoli and Asia Minor would have
been cut off from their sole source of supply, and Turkey would
have been forced to make a separate peace, as she was two and
a half years kter. But in the meantime vast British armies had
acted on the defensive^in Mesopotamia, Egypt and Macedonia,
and when they eventually took the offensive they had had to
fight long drawn out, costly campaigns before Turkey was at
length driven to sue for peace.

In the light of our knowledge today, can anyone doubt that
the forcing of the Dardanjfejrould have shortened the war
by two years, and spared ttsr^millions of lives ?